Indiana State Envirothon Committee
Natural Resources Education Center – Ft. Harrison State Park – Indianapolis, IN

August 17, 2010
10 AM
Attendance

Rebecca Lauster – President

Teena Ligman

Ann Ice
Darci Zolman – V. President


LuAnne Holeva

Julie Knudson



Leah Harden – Secretary/Treasurer

Brad Rody

Jeri Ziliak



The meeting was called to order at 10:20 AM by President, Rebecca Lauster.

Minutes
The minutes of the 6/23/2010 business meeting were presented for approval.  Ann Ice asked that the minutes be changed to accurately reflect her reasons for resigning as Indiana Envirothon Treasurer indicating that it was not due to time constraints as recorded.  She provided a written resignation to the steering committee which listed her reasons for resignation.  Teena made a motion to approve the minutes with changes. Ann seconded.  Carried.

Financial Report
Acting Treasurer, Leah Harden provided a verbal financial report. The ending balance at time of audit on June 23, 2010 was $10,743.18.  Two deposits made totaling $1,430.00 and disbursements to Arrow True 4-H Club in the amount of $1,800.00 (travel expenses) and Canon Envirothon $980.00 (team registration) were noted.  The remaining balance to date was reported to be $9,393.18. Brad/LuAnne.  Carried.
Indiana Envirothon State Contest 2011

The date for the 2011 Indiana Envirothon State Contest is April 20, 2011 and the date and building availability has been confirmed with Vincennes University personnel. Jeri and Ann provided details on the site (Vincennes University) for the 2011 state contest.  A map with the location of various buildings was provided which was very helpful.   There will be no charge for use of the room(s) and it will be held at the Green Center on the University’s campus.  Lunch is onsite and could either be a box lunch or cafeteria style meal.  Two options were given:  The Green Center can provide a meal for approximately $9.00 per person.  The cafeteria can provide a meal for $6.00 but is located two blocks from the Green Center.  The committee listed the pros and cons of the Green Center versus the cafeteria option for lunch.  Further consideration will be given but felt that it would be best if the local contest coordinators (Jeri and Ann) further evaluate and make a recommendation to the committee. 
Jeri and Ann are coordinating with Susan Brocksmith who has been very accommodating.  She has mentioned that soil pits could be excavated for the hands-on testing and mentioned assisting with the development of a time capsule to be buried in one of the pits at the time of the contest.  All felt that this would be a very nice addition.
The test committee questioned what is available locally and within a reasonable walking distance that could be used for the 2011 contest current issue – “Changing Land Uses and Affects on Historical Resources in Indiana”.   Noted were:  the first college classroom, the Harrison House, a church, re-enactors, War of 1812.  Further exploration of this will be necessary.  The test committee noted that they would like to visit the area prior to the contest.  A tour was tentatively set for early spring 2011.
Jeri noted that she recently received a recommendation from an advisor  who felt that every student should receive recognition of having participated in Indiana Envirothon.  This type of recognition can be used by the student when preparing for college admission and scholarship and they work very hard on preparing for the contest. The Steering Committee supported the recommendation and indicated that a letter of recognition and certificate be drafted.  Jeri and Ann volunteered to draft such documents.

Regional Contests – Intent to Host
The following dates for regional contests were announced by individual regional coordinators:


Jeri Ziliak
Southwest, Tuesday March 15, 2011Camp Reveal, Evansville, Indiana


Darci Zolman
N. Central, Wednesday March 16, 2011
Camp Buffalo, Monticello

Julie Knudson
Northeast, Thursday, March 10, 2011 (Merry Lea?)

Rebecca Lauster
S. Central, Tuesday, March 8, 2011 Lawrence County Fairgrounds

LuAnne Holeva
E. Central, Thursday, March 17, 2011 Kuhlman Center, Wayne Co. Fairgrounds
Nicole Messacar
Northwest, Thursday, March 17, 2011 Red Mill County Park, LaPorte

Katie Collier
Southeast, Tuesday, March 15, 2011 St. Paul Lutheran Church, Versailles

Rebecca explained that she has recently communicated with representatives from the Central contest and they will not be hosting a contest in 2011 but may have interest in 2012.  Julie mentioned that the GQE for high school sophomores is scheduled for March 8,9, 10 and could this be a possible conflict.  This was discussed in greater detail but generally did not see a great deal of conflict.
LuAnne requested that the Committee review the draft Indiana Envirothon booklet for errors, omissions and resources noted. She specifically asked for clarification on the following items:

Page 3 medals and plaques
- yes continue to provide medals and plaques

Page 4 & 10 (rule 5)  - “two teams per school”  Discussion followed as whether or not to allow more that two teams from each school participate.  The committee recommended allowing more than two teams per school to participate on a trial basis (try for a couple of years) and re-evaluate at that time.  LuAnne will work on the wording for the booklet.

The committee recommended leaving the cost per student the same ($8.00).  

Consensus was that the academic standards should be reviewed.  They were last reviewed in 2008.  Teena noted that she has an employee who may have some available time to review.  The Department of Education website posts the standards for all grade levels.  It was recommended that the objectives be updated prior to the review.

LuAnne has set a goal of completing revisions by September 1, 2010.  Would like to have printed and ready for distribution at the Indiana District Employee Assn. fall conference scheduled for October 12th-14th.  Printing costs were quoted by various vendors.


Paust Printers/Richmond
1,000 booklets




$1,149.00





1,000 booklets/labeling and tabbing


$1,269.00


Augustin Printing & Design
1,000 booklets & registration forms


$ 786.00




1,000 booklets/labeling and tabbing


$ 816.00   






(customer supplies tabs and labels)


CPC


1,000 booklets (no labeling/tabbing option)

$ 850.00

Voted to approve the quote provided by Augustin Printing and Design.  Brad/Ann.  Carried.

2010 Canon Envirothon
Handwritten thank you note provided by the Arrow True 4-H Club noting their appreciation to the state committee for their financial support.
Rebecca summarized details of N. American Canon Envirothon held in Fresno, California.  The contest was somewhat disorganized but the health concerns of organizational leaders may have contributed.  Some concerns noted were:  buses late, not enough chaperones at times, advisors/chaperones not allowed at trainings (have always been allowed to attend in past), mealtimes were staggered so not always able to share a mealtime with advisor or CEC, and some “free-time” activities did not seem appropriate.
The National Assn. of Conservation Districts presented an award in memory of Gene Weaver (long time Indiana SWCD supervisor, IASWCD committee member and NACD officer) who recently passed away.  The award was presented to the team with the highest score in oral presentations.  The award went to Wisconsin.  A plaque for the family was also presented and Rebecca and Darci will coordinate with the family and IASWCD to make a formal presentation to the Gene Weaver family during the IASWCD conference.  A motion was made to pay for the families dinners at the conference banquet.  Brad/Teena.  Carried.

The committee expressed a desire to arrange a time on the IASWCD conference schedule for Indiana Envirothon to meet.  Perhaps a round table discussion in place of a meeting time and location.  Rebecca will coordinate with Jennifer Boyle-Warner.

The 2012 Canon contest will be held in Pennsylvania.  The organizational committee distributed a survey to CEC and advisors asking for input on various aspects of the contest.  

By-Law Revisions
The current by-laws with suggested revisions were distributed for review.  Discussion followed.  Leah suggested that the Article V Section 3 Item a. be revisited The suggested change includes that all check disbursements require dual signatures.  Because of the distance between committee members this could be delay the processing of claims and disbursements.  It was suggested that checks should not be issued by Treasurer to self or employer without prior approval of the Indiana Envirothon Steering Committee.  Brad made a motion to approve the amended by-laws.  Seconded by Darci.  Carried.

Nominating Committee

The positions of President and Secretary/Treasurer are expiring.  Darci ascertained the willingness of Rebecca to serve a two-year term as President and Leah a two-year term as Secretary/Treasurer.  Both affirmed their willingness.  Nominations from the floor were requested.  None noted.  Teena/Ann.  Carried.
Test Committee Updates
The Current Issue for the 2011 Canon Envirothon is saltwater estuaries.  The test committee determined that this issue was not relevant to Indiana and have instead adopted “Changing Land Uses and Affects on Historical Resources in Indiana” as the current issue for the Indiana contest.  Brad recommended that advisors be notified that they should not go to the Canon website for a list of resources for the current issue and that the state committee will provide the resources instead.  The test committee is currently updating resources and objectives.

Next Meeting of Indiana Envirothon Steering Committee

The next meeting will be a teleconference in the fall of 2010 (November) with details to be sent via email when time and date confirmed.  Teena will arrange the teleconference.  Rebecca will coordinate a round table Envirothon discussion at the IASWCD annual conference which will take the place of a regular business meeting.  Details will be shared when confirmed.

A motion to adjourn at 1 PM was made by LuAnne.  Seconded by Ann.  Carried.
Respectfully submitted by Leah Harden.[image: image1.png]



