Indiana State Envirothon Committee
Hyatt Regency – Downtown Indianapolis
@ IASWCD Annual Conference

January 12, 2010 @ 8:00 AM

Attendance

Rebecca Lauster – President

Myrna Harder

Jason Kauffman
Darci Zolman – V. President


LuAnne Holeva

Shaun Watson

Leah Harden –Secretary


Jill Williams

Linda Hicks

Ann Ice - Secretary


Ashley Carlton

Jeri Ziliak


Rebecca Lauster called the business meeting to order at 8:10 AM.
Minutes

The minutes recorded for the August 21, 2009 business meeting were reviewed. Darci made a motion to approve.  Seconded by Jeri.  Motion carried.  
Financial
Treasurer Ann Ice provided an end of year report for the 2009 fiscal year and a year to date financial report.  The current balance is $8.371.34.  Ann noted that QuickBooks accounting software was recently added to the Envirothon owned laptop computer.  She will begin using the QuickBooks accounting software.  Jeri made a motion to approve the financial report.  Seconded by Darci.  Carried.
.  

Three paid registrations for the 2010 Indiana Envirothon regional contests have been received.   Ann requested clarification on the procedure that regional coordinators will be following in regards to registrations.  Registrations will be sent to regional contest coordinators.  Regional contest coordinators will then forward the fee/registration to the Treasurer.  Ann noted that it would be important that the teams name appears somewhere on the registration form and that each registration and its accompanying check be placed individually in an small envelope.   Multiple registrations could then be sent in a large envelope.  
Kent Yeager, Indiana Farm Bureau recently contacted Leah to inquire about the Indiana Envirothon and possible financial support.  He explained that funds had been appropriated in past budget cycles but did not look like it had ever been disbursed.   Leah provided a financial statement and a summary of “what” Indiana Envirothon is and the number of students impacted, volunteer participation etc. to Mr. Yeager but has had no further communication.  Leah will follow-up with IFB.

Regional Contests 
Regional coordinators in attendance provided updates on the progress of planning their respective contests.  Teena Ligman  will present the Current Issue at all regional contests with the exception of one and a substitute for that contest has been confirmed.  
Regional contest coordinators were reminded to get the shirt sizes from the advancing team members.  Regional coordinators should also announce the location of the N. American contest (California) so that consideration may be given to travel expense if they advance.
2010 State Contest
Traveling Plaque –   Ann has the traveling plaque and will bring to the State Contest to present to the 2010 winning team.
The State Contest will be held April 20, 2010 at the Beck Agricultural Center and the Purdue Agronomy Farm for Research and Education.  Leah will contact Dave Petritz to discuss best options for caterers and possible overnight accommodations for teams wishing to arrive the day before the event.  Consensus was to provide a box lunch with as little packaging as possible for the meal.  Stay away from meals packaged in Styrofoam.    The budget allows for approximately $8.00 per meal.  The rental fee for the Beck Center has been waived by Dean Akridge providing that the College of Agriculture be allowed to host a career fair during the Indiana Envirothon.  Leah will contact the University to find out who will coordinate the Career Fair.
T-Shirts – Jeri Ziliak volunteered to coordinate the purchase of shirts.  The Canon logo must appear on the sleeve if using Canon mini-grant funds. Consider sponsors name on the back of the shirts.  .  Regional contest coordinators should request sizes from the advancing teams. Extra t-shirts will be ordered and available for sale at a cost of $10.00 per shirt. 
Discussion on awards followed. Plaques available at office supply stores but should avoid the recycled product as they are not very durable.  The Committee agreed that we should continue to award a medallion to each individual team member in addition to the shared plaque.  Leah will order the medallions.

Grants

Paul McAfee submitted a grant proposal to NiSource and Sisco however neither were funded.  Will update and resubmit in the next grant cycle.
A Diversity Grant is available through Canon Envirothon.  May offer opportunities for outreach but must meet specific criteria in order to apply.  These funds are typically be granted to the same states repeatedly.

The Canon Envirothon mini-grant has a March due date.  Funds are available up to $1,500.00.  In the past these funds were applied for and received and helped fund the purchase of medallions and plaques for the state contest.  The Steering Committee gave their full support to Rebecca to submit a proposal for the Canon mini-grant.
Committee Reports

Marketing – The revised bylaws and handbook will be placed on the IASWCD website.  Jeri Z. volunteered to setup a Facebook page for Indiana Envirothon.  LuAnne will be attending the HASTI conference and will setup the Canon Envirothon display during that conference. Rebecca will request the Canon display.
Test – the resource materials are being packaged for distribution to regional contest coordinators by end of February.  The test committee will coordinate the distribution of totes.  A few more totes may need to be purchased as a additional regional contests have been added.  A question was asked in regards to the answer keys to the tests given at regional contests and when are they made available.  Answer keys are distributed AFTER the last regional contest.   Darci requested that if regional coordinators received feedback concerning the tests that she would appreciate having that information forwarded to the test committee.
North American Canon Envirothon
Rebecca informed the Steering Committee that it an “Intent to Participate” form must be submitted in order for Indiana to advance a team to the N. American contest.  Darci/LuAnne. Carried.    Canon Envirothon annual dues are due by 1/29/2010 in the amount of $200.00.  Darci/LuAnne.   Carried.  Ann requested a copy of the invoice for the Treasurers records.
The Winter Meeting  of the Canon CEC will held at Orlando Florida January 30th and 31st during the NACD Annual Conference.  Rebecca is Indiana’s representative to the CEC.  Estimated costs to attend the two-day meeting are $500.00.  Leah/Darci.  Carried.

The Indiana Envirothon Steering Committee meeting adjourned at 9:05 AM..
Respectfully submitted by Leah Harden.
