Media Advisory Template

Join the ______________ County SWCD as they “Dig a Hole/Plant a Tree”
City – The theme for National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) 2009 Stewardship Program is “Dig It! The Secrets of Soil.” So, the Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (IASWCD) is challenging its 92 Soil and Water Conservation Districts to dig a hole and plant a tree during Stewardship Week 2009. 

As leaves bud and flowers bloom this spring, the _________________ County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) accepted the challenge and has the shovel ready! SWCD Supervisors and local dignitaries will celebrate 2009 Stewardship Week this year by planting a tree on date, time, location. 

For more than 50 years NACD has sponsored a national conservation program to encourage Americans to focus on stewardship. The program relies on locally-led Districts sharing and promoting stewardship and conservation activities. While the program encourages good stewardship year round, Stewardship Week is officially celebrated from the last Sunday in April to the first Sunday in May: April 26 – May 3, 2009. 

The native tree will be planted in memory of past NACD President Olin Sims, who died unexpectedly in December 2007.  As trees are planted around Indiana, plaques will be placed near them that honor Sims, a national conservation leader and friend who lived what he preached. 

Who:

__________ County Soil and Water Conservation District supervisors and staff

What:

Tree planting ceremony celebrating Stewardship Week 2009

When:

___ a.m./p.m.

Where:

Place / Address (specific directions)
Why:
A tree is being planted by the ___________ County SWCD to celebrate Stewardship Week 2009. Trees are excellent riparian buffers.  Their roots stabilize the soil and hold it in place, filtering nutrients and sediment from runoff before it reaches our rivers, lakes and streams.  The tree planting also honors the memory of a national conservation leader and recognizes local conservation contributions the __________ County SWCD makes to our natural resources every day.
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