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Nearly 40 Team Members of the Indiana Conservation Partnership joined another 800 farmers and agriculture professionals for four days of intensive Conservation Cropping Systems learning at the 17th annual National No-Tillage Conference held in Indianapolis Jan. 14 to 17, 2009.

The group herd from 46 speakers from North America and Argentina offering the best no-till management practices and ideas to help no-tillers improve their bottom line. Speakers included no-tillers, agronomists and university experts on topics from fertility management, precision ag, soil quality, seed placement, cover crops and much more designed to push up yields with less cost.

One of the largest crowds in the conference history attended 20 general sessions, chose from 15 classrooms sessions and participated in several of the 60 offered roundtable discussions.  Greatest of all was probably the interaction and networking among the best no-tillers in the country.

The quiet revolution of no-till farming continues to grow into complete conservation cropping systems, integrating cover crops, precision technology and nutrient management advancements to improve soil quality, yield and economic gain. 

Each year, no-till technology advancements, offer farmers the ability to refine nutrient and pest management which have significantly increased the efficiency of these inputs.  This not only optimizes their farm economics, but benefits our non farm neighbors with cleaner water, and air while significantly reducing the energy required for food production.
Most will reinvest dollars saved in these efficiencies in the very machinery and technology upgrades that will take them even further in conservation implementation.  This is good for the economy and this is good for the environment.
As more and more farmers pursue the benefits of these conservation cropping systems, the Indiana Conservation Partnership remains committed to providing technical and financial assistance to these producers for successful and sustainable adoption.  Please stop by or contact your local USDA Service Center for information on programs, upcoming workshops or technical assistance if you think you’re ready to move your farm to a no-till or strip-till conservation cropping system.

New opportunities will emerge for local agricultural businesses and services.  Economic growth for the agriculture industry is secured.

We can bundle the right combination of NRCS practices into an “Energy Conservation System” that does more than save energy.  Energy Conservation Systems also sequester Carbon in the soil.  Practices like no-till, cover crops, conservation buffers and nutrient management lead to significant improvement in soil, water and air quality while building soil organic matter.  As Organic Carbon increases in the soil, total soil Nitrogen content also builds.  Consider this your Nitrogen bank account. Every pound saved in the soil is literally one that didn’t go down the tube to destinations unknown.  There’s no better contamination filter than carbon, so we all benefit when we install the conservation practices that improve the earth’s filtration system.  “Healthy Soil= Healthy Earth”.  We have the ability.
NRCS Energy Conservation Systems are good for the economy…they are great for the environment…and best of all they are doable!  
The time is now, if we are to capture the potential!
[image: image2.png]The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer





