Dear Landowner,

The _____ County SWCD is committed to keeping landowners informed of conservation opportunities.  USDA has just announced a short term funding opportunity through the Floodplain Easement Program (FEP), funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (Stimulus Package).  $145 million is being made available nationally through a three week sign-up period that began Monday March 9 and continues through Friday March 27.  
FEP is a program offered by USDA to return lands with flooding problems to their natural floodplain conditions.  Land qualifies for the Floodplain Easement Program if it has been flooded at least once in the past 12 months, or twice in the past 10 years.  Easements are purchased by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and are permanent easements that stay with the property if it is sold.  Payments will be made as a one time lump-sum.   If restoration work is done on a site, NRCS can pay for 100% of the costs. 
Easement compensation is based on a cap set for each county, and the land is valued either as agricultural land or non-agricultural land.  In _________ County the agricultural land is valued at $_______ per acre, and the non-agricultural land is valued at $_____.  

Throughout ________ County, this program can help farmers who have flooding problems and help stimulate the economy in our communities.  Where flooding losses happen frequently and productivity is low, the Floodplain Easement dollars offer an opportunity for farmers to move their operations to more productive land.
Lands put into the Floodplain Easement Program will also benefit _____ County through increased flood protection, enhanced fish and wildlife habitat, improved water quality, and a reduced need for future public disaster assistance.  Other benefits include reduced energy consumption on lands put into easements and increased carbon sequestration as permanent vegetative cover is re-established.

More information about the Floodplain Easement Program, including county compensation rates, can be found on-line at:  http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/FEP/FEPhomepage.html
If you are interested in this program, please contact your local District Conservationist or Soil and Water Conservation District staff at the local USDA Service Center at (insert phone and address) as soon as possible.
