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I wanted to share information from the NACD (National Assoc of Conservation Districts) – Forest Resource Policy Group meeting I just attended at the Wild Turkey Federation Headquarters in Edgefield, SC.  Earlier this year I was appointed to the NACD FRPG board replacing Ray Chattin when his term expired (Knox County, Indiana).  The term will be for 3 years.
A new MOU was signed between NACD, NRCS, Forest Service, and State Foresters with a primary goal of improving on the delivery of forest management and farm bill programs to landowners.  Better communication and collaboration among groups is imperative, as is outreach and education.    All parties need to have a better understanding of management and programs so that the landowner can be better served.  
One of the actions to accomplish this is to hold joint meetings of these groups in each state.  Indiana was selected as one of 5 pilot states to get this done (MN, PA, NC, and MT also selected).  This group is to include NRCS, the local SWCD’s, and District Foresters, but also should likely include FSA, consultants, tree farm, IFWOA, RC&D’s and US Fish and wildlife and potentially other parties.  Meeting may be in January or February.
This meeting focused on the Farm Bill and management of private forestlands.  National Rules will likely be coming out by Thanksgiving at which point each state will have to develop the details for their states.  Foresters need to be present on the state technical committees to provide input on the farm programs.  This farm bill is very favorable to forestry and includes several new and significant changes that apply to CRP tree plantings and existing woodlands.   How the rules are interpreted locally will impact how they are implemented.   
FARM BILL-  
CRP – acreage will be reduced, through expiring contracts from 39 million acres to 32 million acres, it is unlikely there will be a general sign-up until 2010 or until the acreage is down to under 32 million acres.  However critical areas and high priority practices have been and may continue to be added to address resource concerns.  (SAFE and the new provisions for CP 31 – bottomland reforestation are examples).  SAFE is an example of a program where the states and the state technical committee developed the practice and the program requirements –each state developed their own programs.  Critical Areas for future programs include Threatened and Endangered species, Wildlife, Water quality, carbon / climate change, and energy – biomass (new program in works in Title IX - BCAP – biomass crop assistance program which may include tree planting for biomass – energy that may be similar to CRP and will be run thru FSA)- don’t know if this will work here at least with the way tree planting is currently done – we would need to have a market for biomass.   
Thinning tree plantings in CRP will be eligible for 50 % cost share (although it will likely be based on a flat rate-determined locally by the state tech committee).  This can be done commercially or precommercially without losing or reducing your annual rental payment.  This is currently being interpreted at the national level to include forest health and timber production as goals in addition to improving wildlife habitat – final rules will be determined in Indiana by the tech committee.

EQIP – Goal is to increase assistance to forestry from 3 % nationally to 10 % - TSI has generally been funded due to the low cost over the life of the practice - (at least for the last 2 to 3 years due to increased funding in EQIP).  The key is to get the SWCD and DC’s to promote and get landowners and farmers enrolling in other farm practices to include the woods in their conservation plan.  Forestry plans will need to be done and some funding will be available to TSP to do plans.

CSP – Conservation Stewardship (Security) Program has expanded to include woodlands – this will generally be to landowners that have already done some practices and agree to do more – estimated annual payments may be $ 18 per acre per year (contracts may be in 5 year increments,  although I am unsure on the contract length) – the national rules will likely be the last out on this program – state rules will be important as much is based on local resource.

Healthy Forest Reserve Program – provides cost share and money for easements to restore habitat for threatened and endangered species, increased biological diversity, increased carbon sequestration.  Deals with “SAFE HARBOR” provisions.  Do not know much more at this time.    
LACEY ACT – for timber theft now allows federal prosecution if desired for timber moving across state lines     
Foresters need to be represented on the state technical committee.  State, SAF, ACF at a minimum

Other topics included the Forestry plan state needs to do for Forest Service.  

If you have questions don’t hesitate to contact me, hope this info is helpful
Tom Crowe
toms.trees@hotmail.com
